11. Washington D.C., New York and other important American cities 
Text: Early history of Las Vegas  
Las Vegas is a relatively young town but its history can be traced all the way back to 1829, when Antonio Armijo lead a party of 60 on the Old Spanish Trail to Los Angeles. While the caravan camped about 100 miles northeast of the present site of Las Vegas, a scouting party set out to look for water. Rafael Rivera, a young Mexican scout who left the main party and headed due west over the unexplored desert, discovered an oasis. The abundance of artesian spring water he found here shortened the Spanish trail to Los Angeles by allowing travelers* to cut directly through rather than around, the vast desert. Spanish traders who used this route were thankful for the shortened trip and they named this convenient desert oasis Las Vegas Spanish for "the Meadows". 
25 years later Mormon settlers were sent by Brigham Young from Salt Lake City to colonize the valley. They built a 150 square foot adobe brick fort, part of which still stands today as the oldest structure in Las Vegas and is appropriately named the Mormon Fort. The Mormons spent two years here before the harsh desert defeated their ambitions. By 1857 the fort was abandoned. 
Things really didn't start happening for Las Vegas until 1904, when the San Pedro, Los Angeles and Salt Lake Railroad laid its tracks through the Las Vegas Valley. The Railroad purchased prime land, bought the water rights and surveyed a town site for its railroad servicing and repair facilities. In 1905, the railroad held an auction and sold 700 lots. Las Vegas became a small watering stop with a few hotels, stores, a saloon and a few thousand residents. 
Questions:  
1) Why was Las Vegas important in 1830's? 
2) Compare Las Vegas before and after 1904? 
3) Would you like to visit the U.S.A.? Is travelling your hobby?

1) oasis in before unexplored desert – it shortened the Spanish trail to Los Angeles by allowing travellers to cut directly through, rather than around, the vast desert
2) Things really didn’t start happening for Las Vegas until 1904. Las Vegas became a small watering stop with few hotels, stores, a saloon and a few thousand residents.
3) own opinion
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