13. Prague
Text: Recent History of Prague Castle
	In the second half of the 18th century the capital of the empire was Vienna, and Prague was just a provincial town. The Castle gradually became dilapidated (zchátralý) and its art treasures were impoverished (ochuzený) by the sale of the remains of the Emperor Rudolph’s collections.
	Emperor Ferdinand V., after abdicating in 1848, chose Prague Castle as his home. On this occasion the chapel of the Holy Rood in the IInd courtyard was rebuilt. The Spanish Hall and the Rudolph Gallery were done up in preparation for the coronation of Francis Joseph I. which, however, did not take place. 
There was a big movement to complete the building of the cathedral, but this was not inspired by the ruler but by the patriotic Union for Completing the Cathedral of St. Vitus. It was in fact completed in 1929. 
After the foundation of the independent Czechoslovak Republic in 1918 Prague Castle again became the seat of the head of state. The Slovenian architect Josip Plecnik was entrusted (svěřit) with the necessary alterations in 1920. 
Today too reconstruction and alterations to the grounds of Prague Castle are going on, and this is not only a matter of essential building maintenance. The basic aim is to open the grounds of the Castle to all corners. Since 1989 many previously closed areas have been thrown open to the public, for instance the Royal Garden with its Ball Game Hall, the southern gardens, the Imperial Stable, the Theresian Wing of the Old Royal Palace. 
Questions:  
1) Compare the state of Prague Castle before and after 1848. 
· In the second half of the 18th century the Castle gradually became dilapidated and its art treasures were impoverished by the sale of the remains of the Emperor Rudolph’s collections. Emperor Ferdinand V., after abdicating in 1848, chose Prague Castle as his home. On this occasion the chapel of the Holy Rood in the IInd courtyard was rebuilt. The Spanish Hall and the Rudolph Gallery were done up in preparation for the coronation of Francis Joseph I. which, however, did not take place.
2) What happened with Prague Castle after Velvet Revolution (1989)? 
· many previously closed areas have been thrown open to the public
3) Which is your favourite season? What weather do you hate?
· Example: Spring – neither hot nor cold weather ….
· [bookmark: _GoBack]I hate temperatures above 30°C and below 0°C.
