15. Crime and law

Death Penalty

"An execution is not simply death. It is just as different from the privation of life as a concentration camp is from prison. It adds to death a rule, a public premeditation known to the future victim, an organization which is itself a source of moral sufferings more terrible than death. Capital punishment is the most premeditated of murders, to which no criminal's deed, however calculated can be compared. For there to be an equivalency, the death penalty would have to punish a criminal who had warned his victim of the date at which he would inflict a horrible death on him and who, from that moment onward, had confined him at his mercy for months. Such a monster is not encountered in private life."

Albert Camus---"Reflections on the Guillotine, Resistance, Rebellion & Death"
(1966).

1) Is the author for or against capital punishment? 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]He is against.
2) What is his main argument?
· This death is much worse because you know when you die.
3) Is Prague a safe place? Where would you take a foreigner?
· Prague is a safe place, but it might be also dangerous, especially in the night. There are many place you must pay attention – Wenceslas square, parks and dark streets


Česky: Marek – někdy přeloženo doslovně

„Poprava není prostě smrt. Je tak odlišná od strádání života jako koncentrák od vězení. Přidává smrti pravidlo, veřejnou "promyšlenost" budoucí oběti, organizaci, která je sama o sobě morálním utrpením hroznějším než je smrt. Trest smrti je nejpromyšlenější z vražd, se kterou se nemůže srovnávat žádný kriminální čin, ať už je jakkoliv promyšlený. Aby tam byla rovnocennost, trest smrti by musel potrestat kriminálníka, který varoval svou oběť a informoval ji o datu, kdy ho zabije a od toho momentu by ho omezoval v jeho štěstí po měsíce. S takovým monstrem se normálně nesetkáme.“
